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Secretary of State Sam Cook Shows That the Republicaus Saddled
. " a Great Debt Upon the State A Few

. Historical Reminiscences.

"To speak with meT What can yon
have to say to me?"

"I come to ask you in all earnest-
ness to be my wife."

Xietta looked straight into Carlo's
eyes, and said, angrily: "So you
imagine that I could take a fellew
like you for a husband one who neg-
lects his work, loafs in barrooms and
does nothing all day but drink and
play the mandolin? Y'ou talk of mak-
ing me huppy, when you make your
mother miseruble. A bad son never
made a good husband."

"You are doing me an injustice,'
stammered Carlo.

"By all the, saints, no!" cried Xi-

etta. "You are worse than your com-
panion. He Vas bad from his child-
hood up, but one who has been good
and industrious like you to become

state purpose.
In spite of this reduction of more

than 50 per cent, in the tax rate, the
democrats have steadily reduced the
debt, until y it amounts to only
$5,1M,S.'I9.42.

Of this sum $t.3!):;,s:i!M2 in held in
trust, by the stute for educational
purjxises, the interest on which goes
annually to the support of our public
schools.

This left outstanding bonds to the
amount o $787,000. every cent of
which will be paid during the com-

ing year.
In spite of this excellent business

showing, the leading republican or-

gan of the state clamorously insists
that the democrats have been too
long in paying the debt.

It is true it has been a long nnd
weary road for the taxpayers of Mis-

souri, now happily almost ended, but
it, is scarcely becoming a riotous
spoilsman of the dark days of re-

publican misrule in .Missouri to com-

plain of the length of the journey.
To use the language of an excep-

tionally intelligent southwest Mis-

souri editor, the man who deliberate-
ly sets fire to his own house should
not be too critical as to the amount
of water his neighbor uses in ex-

tinguishing the flames.

UNIVERSAL COUSIKSHIP.

The KchiiH of lOiiNlaut Inter-Mnr-rin-

Between Iteluiiinis Eu-

ropean

Constant intermarrying between
reigning families has produced a uni-

versal consulship in the two great,
divisions Protestant and Catholic
of the ruling caste; and when (me
highness weds another the pair are
bound to share several ancestors and
ancestress in common. It. is interest
ing to note that from the handsome
ind clever Caroline of Auspuch, queen
consort of King George 11., descended
Caroline of I'runsw . cousin and
que;cn consort of King George IV.,
Queen Victoria, Queen Alexandra, and
Victoria Mary, princess of Wales.

Caroline of llruuswiclc. a princess
of disposition and inele-
gant bearing, was not. allowed to
share her husband's coronation or to
figure at his court as queen. The
brains and tact of Caroline of Ans-pac- b

descended in full measure to her
grandson's granddaughter. Queen Vic-

toria; while more ibiiii her beauty
has appeared in Queen Alexandra,
and a large portion of her common
sense shows itself in the present,
princess of Wales. London Modern
Society.

Sic llojlc Him-Iic'- -- IIiilM."
He was flic father of "bulls." It

was he that asserted Hint "the best
way to avoid danger is to meet it
plump." At another lime, in convey-
ing a- warm invitation to a friend, he
remarked: "I hope, my lord, if ever
you come within :i mile of my house
that "you'll stay there all night." lie
may have been the fool of the 0 rut-ta- n

parliament, but. there was a good
deal of native shrewdness hidden
away behind all his foolishness. To
Cumin, when the latter once ex-

claimed in the midst of a debate that
he needed aid from no one, and could
be "the guardian of his own honor."
Sir lloylc instantly interjected ins
sarcastic congratulations to the hon-

orable member on his possession of
a sinecure, .nut possioiy tne gem oi
his rhetoric was the picture which he
conjured up on one occasion 10 oiing
home to his hearers the excesses ot
the French revolutionary mob. "Here,
perhaps, sir, the murderous marshal
law men (Marseillois) would break in,
cut, us to mincemeat, and throw our
bleeding heads on that table to stare
us in the face." London Kxprcss.

The MnrrlHKenlile Arc.
In Germany u "man" in order to

marry must, be at least IS years of
age.

In Portugal a boy of 14 is consid-
ered marriageable, and a "woman'' of
18.

In Greece the "man" must have seen
at least 14 summers, and the "wom-

an" 12.

In France the "man" must be IS

and the "woman" 10.

In r.clgiuin 1hc same ages.
In Spain the intended husband must

have passed his Hth year and the
woman her 12th.

In Austria a "man" and fi "woman"
are supposed to be capable of con-

ducting a home of their own from this
age of 14.

In Turkey any youth and maiden
who car, walk properly and can un-

derstand the necessary religious serv-

ices are allowed to be united for life.
London Modern Society.

A I'HycholoKlcal Deduction.
"My dear," snid the wife of the emi-

nent professor, "the hens have
scratched up all that eggplant that
you sowed."

"All, jealousy!" mused the profes-
sor. And he sat, down and wrote a
twenty-pag- e article on the "Develop-
ment of F.nvy in the Minds of the
Lower Crude of Bipeds." Baltimore
American.

Serenity.
"I am afraid our friend has said

something he will be sorry for."
"Xo," was the melancholy answer.

"I don't think so. Anybody who didn't
know better than to sny whut he did
in the first place isn't likely to know
when it's time to be sorry." Wash-

ington Star.

And They Were Sorry Aflerwnrd.
"Why," said the man who (Iocs not

believe in a large navy, "should we go
to the expense of building more
ships?"

"Well," answered the man who does
not jump at conclusions, "you know
that is what Xonh's neighbors snid
before the flood." Washington Star.

Further Data Wanted by (he Bishop.
Archbishop Ryan's friends tell this

story of his grace: The archbishop
was about, to take a train for Haiti-
more at the Broad Street station,
when a young man accosted him, say-
ing: "Your face is familiar. Where
in hell have I seen you?"

"I really fion't know," Bitid the
archbishop, blandly. "What part of
hell do you come from?" Philadel-
phia Times.

muscular Italian uiuntioud. Girls from
near and lar brought their, shoes and
slippers to his little shop in theliiodel
liiello. With their shoes they brought
their hearts' Carlo had only to say the
word and the prettiest and proudest
among them would not have said no.
He had a pleasant smile and a witty
word for ell of them, but his heart
clung to his mother. He lived only for
her and his work. On the street and
at places of amusement he was always
accompanied by her.

The last carnival had brought a great
change in Carlo. Agnese herself had'
prevailed on him to mix in the crowds.
Accident brought him to Zulian's inn.
There he saw Xietta. Since then he
had lived in dreamland. He saw the
beautiful girl in his own house, sitting
near him while he was at work. He
felt her rosy lips on hisr-th-e picture
was so beautiful. He recalled it whihe
working and sleeping.

One day Alvise called on Carlo.' He
was alone in his shop.

"How is my friend Carlo?" exclaimed
Alvise. "You look like you were in
love. I can guess the name of the for
tunate one. It s Xietta, Zulian s daugh-
ter."

Carlo blushed. "How do you know?"
he asked. "And why does it concern
you?"

"Is that the way you greet your best
friend?" asked-Alvise- .

''My best friend?" rejoined the cob-

bler.
"Yes; in the future I'll be your best

friend. Listen to me, Carlo. Xietta
has jilted me. There is no hope for
n.e there. I know how much you love
her, and as I cannot bear the thought
that she will marry any one of the
worthless fellows that frequent the
inn, I came to help yon."

Alvise." exclaimed Carlo, "by the
Holy Virgin, do not make sport of me!"

1 came to give you good advice,
assured Alvise.

What advice could you give me?"
I could show you how to gain Xi

etta, laughed Alvise. "Yon don t go
about it, in the right way. Youare
too bashful and sedate.- You must
play the generous spendthrift and be
8 jo'l.V, good fellow. This will get
you the friendship o Father Kulian,
and Xietta will have respect, for you
and be proud of you."

"Perhaps you are right," said Carlo,
thoughtfully; "but what about my
mother?"

Why, your mother ought to let
you off once in awhile. She certainly
will not stand in the way of your
happiness, eveu if she had to miss
you a few nights."

"You are right," said Carlo. "I love
Xietta dearly, and I will make the at-

tempt to win her this very day."
Carlo began to dress to go out.

Carlo wanted to go at once to Fa-

ther Zulian's inn. Hut Alvise thought
it was. too early. He counseled him
to spend n short time first in the inn
of Mother Osteria, where the friends
of Alvise reveled in wine and song.
This would put him in the right mood
to meet Xietta, Alvise said.

They sat at a tabic with the hilari-
ous crowd, and drank wine until late
in the evening. It. heated the blood
in Carlo's veins. When, finally, Carlo
left the inn and walked down the Via
di Garibaldi, arm in arm with Alvise,
people looked on in surprise. Was
this- - the quiet, honest Carlo? How-di-

he come in the company of Al-

vise? Still waters run deep, said the
gossips.

Xietta was amazed when she saw
Carlo enter the barroom. She loved
the handsome youth and had really
hoped that he would lay aside his
bashfulness, but. .she never expected
to see him in company with Alvise,
half intoxicated. At first she felt in-

clined to warn Carlo against Alvise,
but knowing the hitter's desperate
character, she feared she might pro-
voke a fight.

Carlo ordered one bottle after an-

other, and Father Zulian proved a
genial host. Carlo felt that he was
gaining his aim, and thanked Alvise
profusely. But he was surprised that
Xietta kept at a distance, and That
her face betrayed sadness.

"Don't worry," assured Alvise. "Xi-

etta wants to abide her time and see
how you turn out." '

Meanwhile, Mother Agnese waited
anxiously for her son.

Finally the door opened, and a voice
cried: "Good-by- , Alvise. I will see
you again

Her son tumbled through the room
and, without noticing her, fell on his
bed. He was snoring a few minutes
later.

Mother Agnese .sat as if rooted to
her chair. Then she arose and went
with trembling steps into her room.
She knew that her son was back un
der her roof, and yet she felt that she
had lost him forever.

Carlo often tried to escape the hyp-
notic influences of Alvise. He spent
his money fast, and yet Xietta
seemed to avoid him. He neglected
his business and ignored his mother's
anxious warnings. One evening, afier
his mother had fondly thrown her
arms aVound him, and begged him to
stay at home, he half promised to do
so. But Alvise came and nsked him
why he did not keep his appointment.
The words of defiance Cnrlo had
framed were not spoken. It was such
n merry thing to go nnd drink from
one inn to the other, to sing with
the jolly boys, nnd to piny the mando-
lin. Then came the imago of Xietta,
nnd Carlo had whispered to his moth-
er: "I will go once more, but this
is the Inst time."

Carlo and Alvise entered The Three
Pinks. Xietta sat at the window
knitting. She returned Carlo's greet-
ing coldly.

When the young men were seated
at a table in the barroom, Alvise was
surprised that Carlo did not order
anything.

"Our throats will be parched if we
keep this up," he. remarked.

"Drink what you please at my ex-

pense, but I will have no wine to-

night," Carlo snid as he arose from
the table and stepped to the window
where Nietta feigned to be ignorant
of his presence.

"Nietta, have , you nothing to gay
to me?''

"Yes; what is it? I will bring you
your' wine in a minute," she replied. '

"I will have, no wine."
"You will have no wine?" she asked,

mockingly. "For what other purpose
do you come here?"

"To speak with you."

Former New York Senator Applaud-

ed by Tammany.

Appeals for Peace ia the Drnwru)
aad Berates Ihe Adialaiatratloa

af Hvoaevelt and the

There was considerable of a boom
for former Senator David B. Hill at a
meeting of the Xew York Democratic

night, April 14, when he
made a strung plea for harmony in the
party and severely scored the adminis-
tration of President ltoosevelt. In the
course of his remarks he said:

"Why should we divide over the ques-
tionable utterances of modern party plat-
forms, largely designed to meet temporary
emtrgencits which soon pass away, when
we are all united upon the rock-botto-

and fundamental doctrines of ourfallb In
tended to last ap. long us our government
Itself shall endure?

"Why should there be factional quarrels
over details when we are all united upon
essentials? It Is the part of wisdom for
the democracy to push to the front the
Issues upon which there is substantial
unanimity and ignore those In regard to
which there are such serious and honest
differences of opinion as must be fatal to
practical success.

"The administration of President Roose-
velt is all at sea. it has- no fixed policies
and no conscientious convictions. It 'wab
bles' upon every public question with which
It assumes to deal. The messages and pub-
lic utterances of the president are merely
elaborate treatises upon elementary ques-
tions of government, containing nothing
new and nothing definite. He has no policy
In opposition to that of congress and is
prepared to approve whatever congress
does.

"We have learned to distrust the utter-
ances of republican presidents upon tariff
questions, because they are evidently not
their own masters, but are largely con-

trolled by the great tariff Interests which
usually dictate the republican tariff legis-
lation of this country.

"If any relief whatever to Cuba shall be
secured from the present administration it
will be due to the decided stand taken by
the democrats in congress in insisting that
justice should be done.

Attack lleglme In Philippines.
"The policy of the administration in the

Philippine islands Is a disgrace to civiliza-
tion. The attempt with regard to these
possessions to imitate the foreign policy of
England has proved a dismal failure.

"The administration will send its special
representatives to witness the coronation
of a king, but it has no words of sympathy
to express for the brave farmers of South
Africa who are heroically struggling to
maintain their republics.

"Republican incompetency to deal with
the financial question, is almost

It was ostentatiously proclaimed
that the gold standard had been unalter-
ably and successfully adopted by the

administration, and now we are
told that new and additional legislation
la imperatively required for that purpose
and in order to preserve the honor and
credit of the country."

Sees Kvil in ConibinntloiiN.
After defining the theories of gov-

ernment as contemplated by Jefferson
and federal parties, Mr. Hill went on to
speak of the question of combinations
of capital. He said:

"One of the great problems which is now
presented to the people for their solution is
how shall Jt fferson's sentiments be utilized
for the prevention of the evils which he
foreshadowed? It is not a question for
political jugglery. 11 is not a questiun to be
lightly dismissed.

"It is not for the true interest of any com-
munity that a few men should be the em-
ployers and that the great body should be
employes or servants, and this is especial-
ly not desirable In a republic where it
should be the policy ot the laws to multi-
ply rather than reduce the numbers en-
gaged in independent pursuits and in the
profits of production.

"In a free republic lilt.? ours an equality
of fortunes1 among our citzens is believed
to be desiirable, and industrial liberty lends
toward that result, and hence is essential.

Would VItlidruw Tail It
"Jefferson's teachings might suggest a

limitation upon the amount of the dividends
which could be lawfully declared or upon
the profits which could be legally accu-
mulated by tremendous business organiza-
tions. Or he might dtmand that the gov-
ernment, in justice to the overburdened
taxpayers, should withdraw Its tariff fa-
vors from tile 'inlant industries' represent-
ed by these institutions, whose projectors
are already rolling in wealth and are as-
tonishing the world by the munificence of
their private benefactions.

"We may well believe that Jefferson, who
was equal to every emergency in the early
history of the country, would, if he were in
power, find some appropriate and adequate
remedy to curb the rapacity and restrict
the dangerous power of these gigantic com-
binations."

Opposes a Colonial System.
On the subject of colonial extension

Mr. Hill said:
"It is safe to believe that Jefferson would

never have favored an expansion of our
Jurisdiction which did not carry with it the
provisions of our constitution, to w hich he
was so devotedly attached and which he
defended so vigorously wlih his voice and
pen. He would unquestionably have viewed
with abhorrence the establishment of a per-
manent American colonial system, whether
contained under military rule or under civil
authority appointed by the central govern-
ment at Washington. Ills theory was un-
questionably the democratic doctrine of to-
daythat thin government has no more au-
thority to create a permanent colonial sys-
tem than it has the right to create a king.

Present Duty of UeinocrntM.
"Jefferson believed In honest men, in hon-

est methods and in honest government. He
would have uprooted corruption had it ex-
isted in either nation, state or municipality.

"There are numerous indications of a re-
vival of popular confidence In democratic
policies, state and national, A change of
measures and of men s'eems to be impera-
tively demanded by the best Interests of. our
slate and country.

"Our opponents have only succeeded in
recent years by unfortunate divisions
among ourselves, l.ft our faces now be
toward the common enemy.

"It is a time for unity, for organization,
for wise councils and for aggressive ac-
tion."

llathbone once did u good turn
for Hanna and now Hunna is trying to
don good turn for Buthbone. In other
words, Buthbone has a "pull.-"- India

Xe 's find.).

SHOP WINDOW EXHIBITS.

Crass mattings are much shown for
tsnmnjer floor covering. This mutting
eoines in attractive designs, especial-
ly the solid colors, unci is quite inex-
pensive.

Xew slip coverings for the protec-
tion of furniture tire marvels of

weave and color luxury. Indeed,
ninny tire really prettier than the
chairs they cover.

Slips corded, tucked and plaited ore
trimmed with pointed collars that
look like miniature yokes; they all
have some sort of a new sleeve, either
coming to the elbow or bell shaped.

The opportunities offered In the
shops for pleasing selections in plait-
ed and burned wood photograph
frames are numerous. All sorts of
shapes, sizes and styles tire shown,
some with two openings, some with
three.

Cameos are ngaln in vogue the
real shell cameos. They
.re cut in the old classic h calls, !n

"shepherdesses' and landscape de-

signs, but more fashionable yet is the
fad of having your own profile or
that of your "heart's lovecut.

Br BXI D. AKK.
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For a Wom-
an's Heart
A ROMANCE OF MODERN VENICE.

By ROBERTO RIBERA.
(TraniUtei bra Ike luliaa.)

broiling midday sun glowedTHE a cloudless sky on the
streets of Venice. N"ot a breath of
wind ruffled the smooth surface of
the lagoon.

Venice was taking its siesta.
Even the gondolas did not disturb the

waters of the lagoon and the canal;
only a few tugs were puffing along
usthmatically.

Ainong the men and women who Ten
tured out was a tall, muscular young
man. Alvise Garofani. He kept close
1o the houses, seeking shade here and
there. As he passed the little church
of San Francesco di Paola a frown
darkened his face. The curafo had re-

cently dared to stop him on the street
and to upbraid him for his wild cu
reer.

"Let the old bnldhead look after his
own kind," he grumbled; "there are
plenty of priests in Venice whose lives
are full of scandals. He'd better not
bother me, .for there is a way of stop-

ping his mouth."
Alvise's hand grasped a dagger in

his trousers pocket.
Under the shadow of the church

stood the inn of Father Zulian, a hoary,
gray slone structure. Over the door
three large pink flowers were painted
above the legend, "The Three Pinks."

Alvise kicked a sleeping cat from the
doorstep as he pushed aside the cur-

tain to enter the barroom, liehind the
bar stood Nietta, the pretty daughter
of Father Zulian. She was busily en-

gaged washing glasses and bottles.
"Good morning, Xietta," said Alvise.
The barmaid did not look up from

her work. She pretended not to hear.
"I greeted you. Xietta."
"I heard it," she replied.
"Why do you not answer?" he nsked.
Xietta slapped her net hand on the

bar and with a look of contempt said:
"Your greeting to me? no!"
"Have a care, Xietta! "he cried.
A mocking smile came over her face.
"You'd better take care that you

don't wake up father. Nothing makes
him angrier than to be disturbed in
his siesta. Then he won't trust you
any more, and a loafer like you can't
pay."

Alvise wanted to make a violent re-

ply, but feared to awaken Zulian. lie
drew his face over the bar and whis-
pered: "Why do you speak thus to
ine, Xietta? Do you know that 1 think
of you day and night, that 1 love you
with my whole heart, that 1 dream
only of the happiness some day to be
able to call you mine?"

"Dream of whom you please," cried
Xietta. impatiently, "but leave me
alone."

"Xietta, dear one," he stammered,
grasping her hand.

She tore herself away and shook her
hand as if to rid it of some unclean ani-

mal. "Do not touch me! Oh, how I
despise you!"

Alvise's brown face became ashy pale,
his teeth buried themselves in his lips.
He clenched his fists. Then he laughed
sneering-- .

"I ought to have known better," he
said, "for 1 have seen how you care
for Shoemaker Carlo, the beau of the
Via Garibaldi."

A momentary bashf ulness came over
Xietta. Then she raised her head
proudly and said: "What is it your
business, if I do?"

Alvise's passion devoured him as he
beheld 1 lie tall figure, the fine counte-
nance, framed in jet black hair, the
snowy white teeth between the rosy
lips of Xietta.

"Take heed," he grumbled, "or you
may rite, that you have thwarted me."

Xietta shrugged her shoulders dis
dainfully. At this juncture Father
Zuiian yawned, rubbed his eyes and
looked around. "Hello, is that you
Alvise? Have yon come to pay your
debt? It's high time."

' I hope you will add another bottle
to my bill, Father Zulian," replied AI- -

vise, smiling.
"Xot another pint," declared the

host. "In my inn only pure wine is
served, and I want to see good money
for it, but if you have none you would
better seek another place, in which to
quench your eternal thirst." '

"You haven't slept out well. Father
Zulian," returned Alvise, "otherwise
you would not treat one of your best
customers so shabbily, just because he
happens to be out of money. Well, I
will soon call again, and then you and
Xietta will treat me better."

"Y'ou are always welcome whpn you
have plenty of coin' was Zulian's re- -

fly- -

Xietta made a cross and whispered:
"Santa Marie, keep him from me."

On the llio del Itiello stood the little
house of Mother Agiicse, the Washer-
woman. Twenty-fiv- e years ago she
had moved there with her Toni, a
laughing, happy young bride. Love,
joy and1 thrift dwelled in their humble
home. And when, one day, the voice
of little Carlo filled the house for the
first time, Toni and Agnese would not
have exchanged it for the loftiest pal-

ace on the Canale Grande. Later, how-
ever, came the evil day, when Toni
wentflshing on thelugoon and did not
return at night. For eight long days
and nights Agnese wept and prayed be-

fore the Madonna in her room. Then
,the body of her beloved wo brought
to her. The storm in which he had
perished had subsided. The sky was
tike blue velvet and land and water glit-

tered in the sun. ' But to Agnese it
Beemed as if eternal night hod spread
over the earth. .

There is no better defense against
torrow and heartpain than work. Ag-

nese learned to live for her child, and
s'ae washed from mornlngi ill night.

Years passed and Carlo grew to man-

hood. He wanted to become a fisher-
man like his father, but he yielded to
his mother, who feared to sacrifice her
only lull to the lagoon. Carlo became

sion, a legislative committee report-
ed to that body that, after thorough
Investigation, they found the Missou-
ri Pacific road to be worth $12,797,-49-

This was 30 per cent, above the
amount due the state. Yet within a

month from the date of this report
this legislature passed an act fasten
ing upon the state $5,780,000 of the
Missouri Pacific, indebtedness and re
lieving the railroad company of this
sum.

Naturally, the question would arise
as to the cause which led the legisla
ture to add over $5,000,000 to the bur
dens of the people.

Corrupt Fund I aeil.
The facts came out in a suit in the

United States court in the case of
James M. Lamb et al. vs. The Missouri
Pacific liailrond Co., in which the evi
dence established the fact that a cor
ruption fund of $l!C,64S.0O had been
used by the managers of the Missouri
Pacific to pass the bill releasing the
road of $5,780,000 and fastening that
iStim on the people.

Mock Sale of the Frlaco.
Hut still there were other pro

moters and politicul favorites to be
taken care of. The Frisco owed the
state $6,500,000. Another mock sale
was held, and the road, vyith over
million acres of land, knocked off for
P,:!oo,ooo.

After the purchasers paid $H25.000,
they concluded the state could be
beaten out of the remainder, nnd this
same legislature generously passed
an act relieving the purchasers of the
payment of the remainder of their
bill.

By this lust act the state had fast-
ened upon it an additional debt of
$G.lilS,770.

These, are all matters of record.
They constitute one of the darkest
chapters in the history of the com-
monwealth.

liiotous corruption held high car-
nival in the legislative halls of the
state, a condition more appalling, if
possible, that that which has so re
cently aroused the honest citizens
of St. Louis to the need for heroic
iction in dealing with official bood- -

lers.
Contract I'lider Democracy.

For some unknown reason the Han
nibal & St. Joseph railroad did not
take advantage of the prevailing cor
ruption to rid itself of its three mill-

ions of indebtedness at the expense
of the taxpayers of the state. This
road, after the, democrats came into
power, paid the entire amount of its
indebtedness, with interest.

In face of these record facts, can
there be any question as to who is
responsible for this debt of twenty- -

five millions of dollars?
In the face of the inaugural mes

sage of a republican governor, that.
the roads are ample security for the
amounts advanced to them respec-
tively," can any honest republican to-

day hold that his party did not: put
a debt- of $l.700.000 on the people,
when for $200,000 it released the
state's lien against the Wabash for
the entire amount, of that road's in-

debtedness?
Can any republican face an intelli-

gent audience and hold that the re-

leasing of the Missouri Pacific's loan
of $5,780,000. in the face of the re-

port of the legislative committee
(made at the same session), that the
road was worth over twelve millions
of dollars, or the sale of the Iron
Mountain to the lowest bidder, or
the giving away of the Frisco with
over a million acres of land for the
paltry sum of $:25.000, was an honest
transaction?

Convincing;
Xo intelligent Misson-riui- i,

whatever his politics, can go
over these records and fail to be con-

vinced:
First, that the democrats in loan-

ing the credit of the state in aid of
the construction of these railroads,
took ample security to protect

against, the loss of a single dol-

lar security which the republicans
themselves, through their own gov-

ernor and legislative committee, pro-

nounced ample.
, Second That these securities were

corruptly squandered by republican
officials.

Third That the squandering of the
securities fastened a direct debt upon
the people of $25,000,000.

After the republicans had thus sad-

dled a direct debt of $25,000,000 upon
the people, they reduced this total,
before retiring from pi w er, to

This reduction was effected by use
of funds received from the federal
government to reimburse the state
for moneys advanced by Missouri in
the prosecution of the war. and by
the collection of military and other
taxes levied directly on the people.

Under the liberal republican admin-
istration of Gov. Brown the debt was
increased $870,000.

When Democrats Took Hold.
So, when the democrats came into

power in 187:t they found the state
debt to be $21,708,000, bearing 6 and
7 per cent, interest, nnd the bonds at
a discount.

The tux rate during the six years
the republicans were in power aver-
aged 60 cents on the $100, and includ-
ed, besides, during the years 1805 and
lSiitl, n one-doll- revenue poll tax
and a two-doll- military poll tax. So
whatever reduction the republicans
made in the debt, exclusive of the
amount received from the federal gov-

ernment as war indemnity money,
was 'taken from the people by the
most excessive and burdensome taxa-
tion ever known outside of the carpe-

t-bag ridden states of the south.
The democrats began a reduction

of the state debt by restoring the
credit of the, commonwealth, which
enabled them to refund the bonds at
a rate of Interest practically hnlf of
what the people were required to pay
under republican management.

In order to lighten the burdens of
the people, the tax rate was reduced

Jefferson City, Mo., April 17. Sec-

retary of State Sam B. Cook, in the
latest chapter of his political hand-
book, makes an exceedingly interest-
ing subject of the origin and reduc-
tion of the state debt. In this chap-
ter given to the press to-du- Mr.
Cook says:

CHAPTER V.
So much that is wholly at variance

with the official records has been
published by a partisan republican
press concerning the creaton and re-

duction of the stute debt that a brief
recital of the facts will not be out
of place at this time.

The republicans make two specific
allegations regarding the state debt,
which, if both be true, would relieve
that party of any responsibility for
the more than forty millions of dol-

lars, principal and interest, which the
people of Missouri have been required
to pay since the republicans were in
control of the state.

First, they assert that the state
debt originated before the republic-
ans came into power.

Second, that the railroads, to nid
in the construction of which the state
bonds were issued, were not corrupt-
ly or improperly relieved of their
financial obligations to thestatew hile
the republicans were in control.

The first allegation is true, and has
never been questioned from a demo-
cratic standpoint.

Orluln of the State Debt.
Prior to the civil war, when million-

aires were few, and private capital
for the construction of railways was
as scarce as it is now plentiful for
that purpose, both the national and
state governments were lending their
credit to aid in the building of these
great enterprises, the construction of
which was admittedly essential to
the development, of 'the country.

The national government, in addi-
tion to loaning its credit, made large
grunts of public lands to aid these
enterprises.

Missouri, from 1851 to 1857, loaned
her credit to these enterprises, taking
as security for the bonds issued a
first, mortgage lien on the property
of the road, including not only their
right of way, superstructure, build-
ings, equipment, etc., but also the
hinds granted them by the national
government. Counties, towns nnd in-

dividuals made liberal subscriptions
to these enterprises, and these sub-
scriptions, with the money advanced
by Ihe parties constructing the roads,
nil went to secure the state.

Gov. Sterling Price was opposed to
the policy of the state aiding in the
construction of railroads and vetoed
the measure, but the general assem-
bly passed the bill over his veto by
1he constitutional majority.

It should be borne in mind that Hie
aid loaned by the state was for the
const ruction of the main lines of the
Missouri Pacific, Wabash (then Xortlt
Missouri), Hannibal & St. Joseph,
lion Mountain and Southwest Pacific
(now Frisco).

'ihe national government hud grant-
ed these lines 1,S24.4.'I4 acres of land
to aid in their construction, nnd this
valuable property was also included
in the mortgage held by flic state.

Under 1 he conditions imposed by
the .legislature, the state was amply
secured against loss. If, however, any
of our republican friends are skepti
cal on this point, they are respectful-
ly referred to the inaugural address
of the republican governor, who, in
18115, ill reviewing the conditions of
railroads, concluded with this state
incut:

"The roads are ample security for
the amounts advanced by the state to
them respectively."

So much for the creation of the
debt and the security provided,
llepubllcuns Plundered the People

Now, let us see. if the securities
were squandered and the debt thereby
imposed on the people through cor
rupt nnd fraudulent methods.

The Wabash owed the state in prin
cipal and interest $6,060,000.

The legislature, which was over
whelmingly republican in both
brunches, in the session of 1868

passed this act:
"That the debt due, cr to become

due, from Ihe Xorth Missouri Hail
roud Co. to the state of Missouri for
bonds of the state loaned said com
pany in aid in the construction
of their road (amounting to $4,:if0,-000- ),

anil for interest paid on said
bonds by the state, is hereby sold
and assigned to Henry T. .Blow,

an, their associute.for
the sum of $200,000, which sum may
be paid in any outstanding state
bonds, mid shall be paid into the
state treusury on or before the
fourth day of .luly next."

Ily this act there was fastened on
the state n debt of $(',.700,000.

This republican legislature, did not
by any means limit its corporation

and
ing tactics to the Wubash.

Iron Mountain Fnrce.t

The Iron Mountain went through
the farce of a public sale. The high
est bid was rejected, and the rond,
which owed the state over $0,000,000.
was awarded ny me. commissioners
to n firm by the name of "A. J. Me
Kay and others" for the sum of $550,
000.

The commissioners rejected bids
for over a million dollars.

Evidence taken before the McGin- -

nis legislative committee developed
the fuct that McKay s visible proper
ty consisted of a span of Arkansas
mules nnd an open spring wagon, nnd
thut the others associated with him
ns purchasers included three broth
era of one of the. commissioners, who
voted to reject the higher bid.

Ily this Iron Mountain transaction
an additional debt of $0,001,454 was
fustencd upon the state.

Queer Allanonrl Pacific l)enl,
Hut still the ravenous maws of the

politicul bloodsuckers of that cor
ruption-breedin- g period were not sat
isfied. The Missouri Pacific owed the
state $10,780,000. At this same ses

so bad, so unworthy is terrible!"
"Stop, Xietta," cried Carlo. "It was

all for you."
"For me? This is an insult. Do

you think you can gain an honest girl
by becoming a loafer and a drunk-
ard?"

"Xietta, it will be otherwise. Ill
turn over a new leaf from I
see, I have been

"Yes," said Xietta, "you have been
Y'ou despise the counsel

of mother and pastor and all good
friends, and hearken to low compan-
ions. I will have none of you."

"I'll die of thirst," cried Alvise,
from the other end of the room."

"Never mind," replied Carlo. "We
will empty barrels "Wine,
wine, Nietta, let's have wine.'

For hours the two drank and
laughed together. Then they arose
and lurched, to the
inn of Mother Osteria. There they
met the same merry, drunken crowd
of the nights before.

"Congratulate my friend," ex-

claimed Alvise, triumphantly, to his
comrades. "He w ill remain a bachelor
like ourselves. The prettiest girl in
Venice has just jilted him."

"Bravo! bravo!" came from the
merrymakers.

A sudden anger overcame Carlo.
"You are a villain!" he exclaimed

to Alvise, rushing upon him. Alvise,
quick as lightning, grasped his dag
ger, and before anyone could inter-
fere, he had thrust it into the breast
of the shoemaker. Carlo fell uncon-
scious on a chair.

Alvise ran out of the inn and van-
ished. Half an hour later a mourn-
ful procession made its way slowly
to the cottage of Agnese, in the Bio
del Eicllo. The apparently dead body
of Carlo was carried on a stretcher
by four men, followed by a few sym-

pathetic friends.
A neighbor had heard of the affray

and ran to prepare poor Agnese.
"May the Madonna help you. Great

bereavement is in store for you," she
said.

"Oh, holy Virgin! it is my son!"
cried Agnese, rushing to the door. At
sight of the stretcher, she fell in a
heap on the street.

An hour later the surgeon arrived.
After examining Agnese, he said, piti-
fully: "She is beyond aid heart dis-

ease. But I may be able to do some
thing for the boy."

Six long months Carlo lingered in
his bed in the hospital. When he was
dismissed, his first, steps were direct
ed the old curator.

The good pastor heartily grasped
the hand of his visitor, who was but
a shadow of his former self.

"You must have suffered much, my
son," he said.

"I did, father," replied Carlo, with
a look of despair:" "but more in soul
than in body. I will try to make
amends."

"If you had only followed my ad-

vice," gently reproved the pastor,
"your mother would be alive this
day."

"I will enter a cloister to atone
for my sins."

"This may be jumping from t lie fry-
ing pail into the fire. How do you
know you have a cull for such n life?"

"Dear father, I must atone for my
sins."

"This is not always done in a clois-
ter," said the practical pastor. "Some
are called by Providence to atone for
evil by living a life of reform in the
sight of men. For some it is better to
hide themselves in the cells o the
monasteries. We'll see. We'll see.
Come and we'll talk it
over."

"Good-by- , dear father. I will go now
to the grave of my mother and ask
forgiveness."

Carlo made his way slowly to Hit
cemetery. At the grave he was sur-
prised to find Xietta there, laying a
bouquet of flowers on ihe little mound
that marked his mother's grave. Xi-

etta iooked at him and said:
"Is it you, Carlo? How pale and

changed you are. You must have suf-
fered much."

"Thank you, Nietta, for your interest
and for your care of the grave." Then,
with tears in his eyes, he exclaimed:
"My good.good old mother, forgive
me!"

Carlo stood weeping for a long time.
He could not tear himself away from
the spot until Xietta took him gently
by the arm and said: "Let us go."

Silently they walked between the
graves. At last Xietta said, softly:
"They say that Alvise has fled to Amer-
ica."

"I heard it. May he never ret urn."
As the co'.iple passed the little chapel

at the ent'.ance to the cemetery Carlo
stopped aud knelt before the image
of the Vi.'gin and prayed long and
earnestly.

"Oh, that I knew that mother had
forgiven ine," he sighed.

"She has forgiven you, Carlo," said
Xietta, gently, "A mother's love en-

dures even beyond the grave."
"If that is true," replied Carlo, "my

whole life wilY be a sacrifice."
"Carlo," said Nietta, "I have seen

your tears and I have mixed mine with
them. What I refused you on the day
of Mother Agnese's death, because 1

did not trust you, I feel I may venture
to give you now. Y'ou shall not go alone
through this life. Here is my heart,
and may your mother bless our bond."

Carlo Btood for a moment as if stupe-
fied. His knees trembled. Then he un-

derstood it all. He opened his arms
and pressed Nietta to his breast.

Easy When Yon Know How.
Briggs Did you have any trouble

making love to that Boston girl?
Griggs Xot after I bad broken the

ice. Town Topics.
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